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Judicial Adaptation of the International Criminal Court in the Trial of
War Criminals
Prepared by: Tima Ahmad Ali Al-Adwan
Supervised by: Dr. Bilal Hassan Al-Rawashdeh

Abstract

This study aims to clarify the aspects of judicial jurisdiction of the International
Criminal Court (ICC) according to the provisions of the Rome Statute of 1998. The ICC
is an independent judicial body concerned with prosecuting perpetrators of the most
serious war crimes in the international community, including genocide, war crimes,
crimes against humanity, and crimes of aggression, as specified in its subject-matter
jurisdiction under Article 5 of its Statute. The study adopts both the descriptive and
analytical methods to achieve its objectives and results by describing and presenting the
relevant legal texts, analyzing them, and offering opinions or proposed improvements.

This approach seeks to address any potential legal gaps or loopholes.

Accordingly, the study reached several significant findings and recommendations,
with one of its key findings being the ICC Statute’s emphasis on the principle of
complementarity. This principle positions the ICC's jurisdiction as complementary,
granting primary jurisdiction to national courts except in exceptional cases outlined in the
Statute. The study further recommended expanding the ICC’s jurisdiction to include
certain serious international crimes that could destabilize international peace and security

sooner or later.

Keywords: International Criminal Court, Rome Statute, war criminals.
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